
  
Columbus Dance Theatre  

Parent/Guardian and Student Code of Conduct 

1. Overview 

The CDT Parent and Student Code of Conduct outlines the standards of conduct that CDT expects and requires 
of all its students and their parents and guardians. This Code aims to maintain and promote the highest 
standards of dance education. Students learn best in a secure, orderly, and non-disruptive environment. In order 
to ensure the proper environment for successful ballet instruction, all CDT students and parents/guardians must 
agree and adhere to the guidelines below in order to participate in CDT classes. We reserve the right to inform 
a student that s/he should seek instruction elsewhere if his or her behavior – or that of the parent, guardian, 
family member or caregiver – is disruptive or disrespectful. 

2. CDT Mission, Vision, and Values 

Mission: CDT’s mission is to engage, enrich and educate the community through original and collaborative 
cutting-edge dance theatre and quality dance instruction for people of all ages. 

Vision: We envision a community with an enduring passion for dance and the arts. 

Values:  
• Creativity: We believe that innovation and creativity are fundamental to creating cultural programming 

of uncompromising quality that is challenging and meaningful. 
• Acceptance: We believe in providing a supportive and safe experience where students and artists at all 

levels are valued, mentored and encouraged to reach their personal best. 
• Collaboration: We believe that partnerships and collaboration, internally and within the community, are 

vital to increasing the quality and accessibility of our artistic and educational programs, and promoting 
the growth of original work. 

• Diversity: We embrace all people and communities, and promote inclusiveness and respect in all 
programming and educational experiences offered to the community, and within our organization. 

• Integrity: We adhere to the highest ethical standards, and promote honesty, accountability, stewardship 
and public trust, internally and externally. 

• Quality Experience: We are committed to delivering top quality programming and educational 
opportunities that challenge and develop our students and dancers, and broaden the cultural experience 
for the community. 

3. Expected Student Behavior 

CDT students are expected to make their dance education their primary objective while attending CDT classes, 
rehearsals, and performances. As such, students are expected to: 

• Demonstrate respect for teachers, parents, staff, and other students at all times. 
• Arrive at least five minutes prior to your scheduled class. Latecomers may be refused entry, due to the 

risk of injury, and full participation in class for tardy students will be at the discretion of the teacher. 
• Present to class in a tidy and well-groomed manner and in adherence with the dress code outlined 

below.  
• Bring a clearly named bottle of water to every class. 
• Keep your belongings tidy at all times. CDT is not responsible for lost or stolen items. 
• Attend class regularly unless ill or injured, or in the event of a family emergency. 
• Honor prior commitments made to CDT by attending classes, rehearsals and performances above other 

social events. 
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• Serve as a role model to younger dancers at all times, including appropriate language and behavior. 
• Silence or turn off mobile phones during class and refrain from using mobile phones until after class is 

over. 
• Put trash in the bins provided, and clean up after yourself. 
• Refrain from chewing gum in class at any time. 
• Show respect and care for studio equipment and facilities. 
• Refrain from talking during class unless addressed by the teacher. Class time is time to concentrate on 

the teacher and on your own body.  
• Demonstrate body language conducive to positive dance instruction. Body language is extremely 

important in ballet class. Keep in mind that teachers are observing your body language for the entire 
class period, and how you stand, your facial expression and what you do with your arms communicates 
to teachers how well you are listening and whether or not you are interested in improving. 

• Be aware of your body. Teachers will push you to you limits — that is their job. You need to learn how to 
listen to your body and be sure you do not work so hard that you cause yourself injury. Discomfort is 
good — it means you are pushing your limits. Pain means you have gone too far. It is important that you 
discern for yourself where the line is between the two. 

• Take and retain corrections with a positive mindset. Corrections should be seen as a compliment, not a 
criticism. Teachers will not ask a student to do something that they cannot achieve. Sometimes teachers 
are very passionate when they deliver their corrections. This is not a negative personal statement to the 
student. It simply means that the correction is VERY important. 

• Ask for help when you need it — your teachers are here to help you. 

4. Student Dress Code 

Students are expected to present to class in adherence to the dress code below 

• Long hair is to be pulled back neatly away from the face, and ballet buns are required for all ballet 
classes. 

• Dance uniforms and dance shoes must be worn for classes, where specified. 
• Teachers may refuse entry to dancers not groomed appropriately. 
• Dancers may bring leg warmers, T-shirts, sweatshirts, shorts, and sweatpants for warm-up between 

classes, but may not wear those items in class. 
• For technique, pointe, and partnering classes, female dancers will wear a black leotard (pink leotards 

for lower school classes where indicated), pink tights, and pink/flesh ballet shoes. Tights will not be 
worn over the leotard or rolled up. It is up to the teacher’s discretion if you may wear skirts to class. 
Male dancers will dress as follows: boys in the lower school will wear black short tights/biker shorts, a 
white t-shirt, white socks and shoes; boys in the ITP program will wear black tights, white shirt, white 
socks and shoes.  

• For modern, jazz, and other classes, it is up to the teacher’s discretion what dress code will be required 

5. Expected Parent Behavior 

Parents (including caregivers, legal guardians, extended friends, and family members) are expected to provide 
the necessary support to promote the dance education of their children. As such, parents shall: 

• Demonstrate respect for teachers, students, staff, and other parents at all times. 
• Take responsibility to read email updates and keep up-to-date with current activities and important 

information. 
• Notify CDT of absences as soon as possible.  
• Do not allow students to attend class when they are sick. 
• Ensure siblings are supervised at all times, equipment is treated with care and the waiting areas are left 

tidy. 
• Refrain from entering either dance studio unless invited by a teacher. This includes studios not in use and 

extends to siblings. 
• Understand and support the CDT approach by encouraging children to show commitment and positivity 

while working to the best of their own ability. 
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• Refrain from taking photographs or video without permission. 
• Respect CDT’s approach to establishing and maintaining professional relationships with our students and 

parents by (1) ensuring all contact is made via the office in person, by phone, or email, and (2) 
refraining from direct communication with staff via personal email, text, phone or social media unless 
on platforms managed directly by CDT (e.g. a private Facebook group, Instagram, SnapChat) or deemed 
necessary (e.g. rescheduling a private lesson). 

• Pay tuition and fees on time. 
• Raise any concerns with a teacher or staff member by making an appointment. 

6. Student and Parent Use of Social Media 

Use of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, blogging, and other social media outlets is commonplace. This 
policy is intended to provide CDT parents and students guidelines for the use of social media. 

• You do not have permission to reveal any information that compromises CDT.  By that we mean the 
sharing of personal information about the director, staff, students and/or their families or any 
proprietary and/or confidential information is strictly prohibited. 

• Students and parents should neither claim nor imply that they are speaking on behalf of CDT unless there 
is specific permission from the Executive or Artistic Director or the Board. 

• Use discretion when posting pictures, including those of other students at CDT. Obey copyright laws. 
• Never post anything that could compromise self-esteem of students attending CDT. 
• If you post videos of classes, rehearsals or performances, do not post any choreography in its entirety. 

CDT owns the copyright to all choreography presented at the school.  
• Respect the law, including those laws governing defamation, discrimination, harassment, copyright and 

fair use.  Parents and students should never post negative comments about other schools, teachers, or 
events, including competitions, conventions and performances. 

7. Disciplinary Actions 

Breaches to the Code of Conduct will be taken seriously and generally be addressed with progressive discipline 
depending on the nature of the offense. However, inappropriate, disrespectful, aggressive, or illegal behavior 
by students or parents (including caregivers, legal guardians, extended friends, family members, or volunteers) 
will not be tolerated and may result in immediate cancellation of enrollment with no refund or further 
discussion. CDT reserves the right to dismiss any student who does not demonstrate an ability to concentrate; 
exhibits disruptive, anti-social, or criminal behavior; fails to show proper respect to their fellow students, 
faculty, and school staff; or fails to adhere to the School’s guidelines. Dismissed students forfeit all tuition paid. 

Please confirm your agreement to the foregoing Code of Conduct by signing as indicated in the space below. 

ACCEPTED AND AGREED 

____________________________   ____________________________ 
Student Signature     Parent or Legal Guardian Signature 

____________________________   ____________________________ 
Printed Name of Student    Printed Name of Parent or Legal Guardian 

____________________________   ____________________________ 
Date       Date 
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